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Ttm Shit© Haas # announces tte© Kwcossoitti dor & IsgHMi ct 
of a supersonic airsrwtt «twe j^rfoi®a»e© *•* ©seccds 
flout ol *Bf other airplaa© ttew w>r ^- 

g. P ^&rcBsivc Press isatas 

fecest press tew ®s#ge«W ttei dsvslepaent 

©f a secret Mfwaaaic aircraft sIwmhb psrfotwwos f»r 
tag**** that of auy other aircraft is the world, welch 
the iMt«r Stows© aot wishes to clarify. 

3 « Crash or yageed l a sdlag 

4 rocsst airplane crash or forced lawiiteg has sailed 
mifelie aitoatiossi to tbs <hrve iop»d»l of a secret sttpersoaic 
aircraft mhos# prrfoiWMancd far esc®#*** that of any other 
aircraft is the world. 


ttj® e &pa bl llty to conduct aerial re cmnsalssaBe© has 
of vital Ssroportasc© to the llitital States sad the 
?rw* i«rM os MM? secasiaas* iro® WW omm*A the 
Prostdoist * • foreign Zahslllgoac© Advisory Soard aim toe 
national Security Council erged that a high porfors&Rc* 
successor to tfes U-8 b* developed. TO# previews afetais- 
trstisft charged the CIA with the dcvslspiasnt st s Mttb three 
airsiaa* is IfiiS©. Hdt dtciaiot was rsriewwd by the pressst 
sdslttlsttstlste is i@6i and the progress ccmtiassd «* a high 
privity basics ®i tfe© &n4 

Howse have toss® 'Kept rally informed os this yswgrMi ®tlRc& 
its incept ioa. 

ttw aircraft has boss successfully daw loped by the 
CS4 and began its flight test pro&rsa ia the spring of 
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IW2, tb& airplane was designed and built fey the loeisteeod 
htmsm-it Oowipaafy group under ter* €. L. dohanoB. The 
jet esgisen vefe developed fey the Pratt and iUtny Aircraft 
Division of tike United Aircraft Corporation. This airplane 
mm il mm. at more than three tinea the speed of mmmd and 
naaaasinffeily sained the enoraoiii tecteiiieal problems associated 
with such flight* 

The CIA airplanes hare not been Mown outside the 
Doited State®* Smwever, they do provide the Halted States 
with an important latent capability *• essmiiMi 
promptly crisis sltuaUsas which endanger world peace, 
notch as that created in Cuba one year ago* 

A# the CIA development proceeded, it mm recognised 
that it provided a techaical base from which a aoaher of 
nllltary rcipireeatnte established fey the JOi mmM fee net 
sooner than mm originally expected* then© re^tireaest* 
include teeth strategic mad tactical rccosutmlssancc , as 
cell as long range interception. The Mr Force ha® 
initiated a program aimed at pmeavenest of similar air- 
craft 'which will bogie to appear at *o**sl military 
airfields in !f®4 ami MNMu 

The- development of this remarfcatele Kach three airplare 
has created mm entirely mm manned aircraft technology 
which can new fee turned to other uses* The dhwroSspnsat of 
a supersonic transport trill benefit greatly from the lessons 
in this program, especially is its mm of titanium 
to solve the high speed heating problem* Aiaasgassais art 
feeing- mads to «&he this and ether important teehsleai 
dsweiepmat* available, under appropriate safeguards, to 
ail coatractors who -are competing for the program, 
me detailed performance of the CIA airplane will resain 
strictly classified ash so further statements will tee issued 
on this matter* 


1* Will the CIA airplane fee used to overfly the Aeeiet 
Palest 

(a) The etilisaties of this aircraft will 4ep#n<i 
on the threat to world peace which exist* and 
the- eeatribstiea that prompt #3«&miimtiesa cam 
rnShs to eliminating that threat or vatomw taimty* 
It will fee used only upon my authority. 
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%. €&» ©1 a situation in wbisfe yen aigfet 

ass© this airplftaa? 

(a) J im ao thing to be plaes foy crossi**® sue!* 
bridges a® cose to tfesn, 

3. Henr s&ny sirpl auass aoes or will the cl A Mvet 

(a) ffest is classified laio-amtl-m tmd sill not 
be 

4* Can you toll its bew far or kaw bigb this airpiss# 
csa fly? 

ta> Tfa© p»ne«4i«£ st»t«a*feat gi vm tha only performs©* 
inf ©mat loot which is being dcolassiflsd at tills 
tl«M*« 


S. IS© yeti #*p®ci is sake further re tosses em %-hlm subject 
or will there- tee a public display? 

<m> tie-, there will set* 

6 * aow setty aircraft of tt& 4 # type will tbs Mr feres 
parches©? 

im) fast also is classified at this tins, tilt they 
will probably buy significantly s»r© tbaa the 
CXA tiilisw. 

7, is«f« tb# Air lore®: plan to cfev© j ©p a long rang# 
istsrespter version? 

(a) T<m t wo So plan to as# thie stepless as a 
model for s long, range interceptor. a* a 
setter &$ tw&t, step* bay# boss tehee to 
insure that mem of the eeistiisg ftirMo-air 
rsai&rs be s» 4 i i i ©4 for lasts list lost is IMi 
airplane* *« are $oiag to wait until ail tbs 
tests here feefts anutet »s 4 until it is ©Issriy 
dbtssminsbi abet is the ow»r-all weeisieeee of 
tills aircraft* 

®. cee tM» eiihereft fee eosslSsrsii to bat a rsplsaMwiftst 
for tbs cttseelled S*W aircraft? 
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Ca> %», mat in all cutejori®*, although It does 
still*® ito t lt r areas of technology. 

®* »hy «as the CIA selected to develop this airplane? 

<&> for the aaan rotsoo it «aa e« leveled to 
develop the 

1®. thy waa the 'iTX contract let at a tin* when this mm 
aircraft was already in aa advanced stage of develop- 
nwBli and actually flying? 

<a) laeh aircraft la the military iaveatory is designed 
to asset & different set of reepli mmmtm that is 
obviously tree in this ease. 
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